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DURING 
oí tbe public wás so excluSÍ\'ely direct~d to the 

r miIital'Y events in that country, that they had 

¡' 5cal'cely le·isure to ~ttendto the poiitical trans-

actions of its government, much less tú in VE'sti... 

gate the principles upon which it ,vas forrued, 

0r to examine the tendency of the measures it 

adopted . 

.The ~rovinciaI Juntas, struck oút at ~he 

oí the momcnt, wcre sufficient' to inflame 
~ 

1 



'6 

the enthusiasln of thep,eopJe, and to produce 

the explosion ta \vhléli"ffi~ ~ópular wishes had 

previousJy given thc proper dil'ection; but 

they 800n bec~me assemblies of intrigt~t;, cabal, 

and corl'uptlon.; :and even where the embers of 
. . 

public spirit remaincd in them 1 they wcrc not 

percep'tible~bcYQri~,. tbef1!tpits~ 6f.lhélr rcspcc 4 

tive provinccs. Disunion, if l10t civil Wal', \Vas 

apprehenued; and the necessity of some me

tropolit~n govcrnment was generally felt, and 

early acknowledgéd.·· '''-Nearly aH, Spaniul'ds 

joined in the Plopriety of establishing sorne 

general gorerllment; though they differed as to 

;the'fárín-it\hoúld' assume3 ,¡lóri the pCl"sons;~vho 
J81w~1~"·coih'pose:¡it;;·tt¡éCtirdíng>íoUt'hé~eño'r '¡bf 

! theii;resp·~cli.vé 'lYoHtical' '.prÍri2lples,1 ithe ; bÍasJof 

'their pr6féssiOns;' or: thé'accid'ents of' Ú1'eir Jocal 

lnÚil:ésts' a-rid "liiffe6tibI1fi," r¡:Mílit'aty inen "wéi'~ 
t.'~ei)e~~lIy";' avérse-:to'tj.,-lnlas' abd' AsseÚHlHes;' iátid 

b ' ' 

.' \Yo-u~'d' ,~)i1Ii~)¡:Yl v"have';'é\iltnlst~ci ~th~¡;\Vhb¡é go
o ~ 

,'€l'nment to a Hcgent The gellÚem~lr :6t':tbe 

robe were a11 fOl' leaving it in the 11a110$ of thc 

~'t~Oli'ncd·Jof Ciísót.ile. (And:th('tPi)6¡,~inci'al Jhntas~ 
, ' ' 

. ¡ "reluctn,bt 

'"( 

1~elu~tant tO-I~a~_t W!tl'! t~~i,r ~ew;acq\}:i~~,~ ,au~~lp:, 
• ' • . ' "' L, ,_ ' •• , _ •• 

r,ity '. an4,~~iI.l, ~:?r~.w,itll,. the pa~!.?l?a,~{}!~~Y, r!ad" 

~cr~ S'el1er~U.y,~ a.~~l~!-n.~d.la~,~:u~~d., ve~.x l~'Y,i~hl.J\ 
'were n.7r~rtb~~,f}~~ i~~li~r~. ,~_c;> a~q1Ji~s~e:: itt.J~~3':-.. '. . ",. ~ . - . ' 

~"~1?edielJt ~atl~.e17 th~n suJm~it to t.~H~C~unci_~,~,f. 

Castile, frolpy¡hoP.1 t~~ey co:u1d expec,~no, favours~ 

a~d who~~¡~~n4u.ct,i,~itÚe crit~c~l, m?~~~ts 0.( tl~~ 
revolutioll, ir sus<?eptib~e of ~P',?.1ogy, w.!l,& nf~~-

, - J. " .' 

ther eI).titIed. t~ qratitudc: n.o~ r~'Yacr4., 

.Aft~.t ~ v:arl~ty of il\t.r!ig~es a.nd j~ªl~usies, 

and one instance, of considerable violence,*
~ ,.. "". ~ ~ ~. ,. ~., ",', "': ~.,..~ ,h"'... ' ". ., • ~ ~ 

th,.e J)ep\l~ie~ frgm: th,e, v~~¡ous Pro~~~nsial. J Ul~ta~ 
<, • '. 

m~.t a~ A.;~~p.l~~~ ~~ ~h:~ 1gt~ of ~e.pte1A~er. ~ 

anq, wj~h a:9; t;lUCJ!: p()InP ~s th? 05?Ca~iqI1 re-:
quired, wCI:e invested with the authOl'i~y qf ' . ., 
the Supreme Government of the Kingdom, un.. 

~~r ~~l~ t~tl~ 9~ qen#ql ()!. ~'Up7'émr:,!~tlfi'f' ,The 
'.. ,\ , 

tranq\lillíty of tbeir ,in~qlgurat~~n 'Yas! ~~~ ~a 

~r€:at mea~llre) éIu~ ~o the forbca~anc~ an4, rno
qer¡:tt~qn. ()f Gen~ral Gq.~tE!-?()S~ fo! \~ is ~-riy:!r:-

• General Cuesta's imprisol:Jment of V ALDES, Dcputy froro Leon. 
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