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The Centro de Teoría Política, CTP, (Centre for Political Theory), was founded by a group of professors coming from different specializations and academic positions, either from Universidad Autónoma de Madrid (UAM), or from other institutions, and conceived as a centre of higher research in the field of political theory. We share a broad conception of political theory, that is not confined to the study of the classics, but as a theoretical reflection and a normative analysis about concrete political processes. Our aim is twofold: on the one hand, to encourage and develop interdisciplinary research tracks in political theory and, on the other, to establish links with akin groups and institutions either in Spain or abroad. 

In order to accomplish these objectives, this institution strives to channel efforts for the integration of various similar fields of knowledge (sociology, social anthropology, economic theory, history, philosophy, etc.) and of other centre of research based in UAM or other universities. In particular, we can mention our special links with the following institutions: University of Keele (UK), Georgetown University (USA), New School for Social Research (USA), Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung (Germany), Instituut vor Publiek en Politiek (Netherlands), etc.

The CTP sustains and even facilitates petitions to raise funding to open new research projects. Among the activities promoted by the CTP there are the invitation of Spanish and foreign professors, the search for funding, the enrolment of PhD candidates interested in political theory, and, of course, the development of our own specific areas of research. In this manner, the CTP aspires to be a place of encounter for researchers currently working in isolation. 

Address:

Centro de Teoría Política

Departamento de Ciencia Política y Relaciones Internacionales

Facultad de Derecho, Edificio Ciencias Jurídicas, Políticas y Económicas 1ª planta
C/Marie Curie, nº 1

Ciudad Universitaria de Cantoblanco, 

CP: 28049, Cantoblanco (Madrid)

Fax: +0034 91.497 41 66.


Main Research Areas

- Democratic Theory. Representation and Deliberation:

The arguable quality of public deliberation, which is fundamental for the good performance of institutions, is one of the main problems of contemporary democracies. We are testifying how current challenges are posing serious difficulties to the creation of spaces for public deliberation and for its exercise where they already exist. Therefore this research project aims to analyze those difficulties from an interdisciplinary point of view and to design proposals conceived from an idea of public deliberation concerned with the improvement of its quality. 
Three clusters of topics are considered: 1) lye and manipulation, with a special focus on the theme of historical memory; 2) representation and citizen participation, with a special focus on political control; 3) freedom and security, with a special focus on deliberation about their equilibriums. 

- Tolerance and Multiculturalism:

Tolerance and multiculturalism, in their multiple dimensions, are themes of special interest because of the deep social transformations impelled by migratory processes. There is an urgent need to reflect on the foundations and the limits of liberal tolerance and its relation with deliberation in the public space. The creation of ghettos and the absence of intercultural life oblige us to consider potential violations of tolerance in civil society as well as their political implications. Accordingly, in the CTP we analyse possible answers, institutions and citizens may elaborate in this respect. In particular, we are concerned with the complex responses offered by the so called ¿policies of difference¿ and ¿policies of presence¿. These guarantee a political presence to traditionally excluded groups. 

- Civic and Political Education:

Strongly interconnected with the previous research areas, civic and political education represents a field of great debate nowadays. Reflection on its goals, contents and recipients, is at the heart of the research effort of the CTP. In order to draw conclusions about the configuration and future shape of civic and political education we grant a special interest to the theoretical debate among liberal, communitarian and republican thoughts, as well as to the concrete issues of gender and religion.

- Ideologies and the History of Political Theory:

From Greek thinkers to Machiavelli, and up to contemporary authors, the CTP studies the history of political theory and ideologies through a methodological approach attentive to the comprehension and the contextualization of the universe of ideas about human nature, the relation between the individual and society, the fundamental political values and the consequent role of institutions. A special interest is devoted to republican thought, and to the trailing of its antecedents and metamorphosis.

Funded research Projects

Title of the Project: Challenges of Democracy: New Fields for Citizen Participation and the Revision of the Representative Model
Funding Institutions: Comunidad Autónoma de Madrid-UAM
Participating Institutions: CTP
Period: from January 2006 to December 2007
Chief Researcher: Rafael del Águila Tejerina

Title of the Project: Tolerance, Civic Education and Integration of Pluralism in Complex Societies
Funding Institutions: Ministerio de Ciencia y Tecnología, MCYT SO-2003-03746
Participating Institutions: CTP
Period: from 2004 to 2007
Chief Researcher: Rafael del Águila Tejerina

Title of the Project: Development of an Adaptative Course Through Internet on Civic Education Using Ensenada H
Funding Institutions: Agencia Nacional de Investigación Científico-Técnica, MCYT TIC2001-0685-c02.-02
Participating Institutions: CTP
Period: from 2002 to 2005
Chief Researcher: Fernando Vallespín

Title of the Project: Democracy Beyond the Borders
Funding Institutions: Ministerio de Ciencia y Tecnología, BS-2000-0111
Participating Institutions: CTP and Universidad de Santiago de Compostela
Period: from 2000 to 2003
Chief Researcher: Rafael del Águila Tejerina

Title of the Project: Adaptation of the ¿Democratic Theory¿ Course with the Software Tangow
Funding Institutions: UAM, Proyecto de Innovación Docente 1999-2000.
Period: from 2000 to 2003
Chief Researcher: CTP in collaboration with the staff of the School of Informatics Engineering, UAM

Title of the Project: Problems of Governability: The Integration of Multicultural Societies. A Comparative Study: Spain, Canada, USA, UK
Funding Institutions: Plan Nacional de Investigación Científica y Desarrollo Tecnológico, CICYT SEC 96-0707
Participating Institutions: CTP
Period: from 1996 to 1999
Chief Researcher: Fernando Vallespín

Title of the Project: Program: BBV Foundation Chair
Funding Institutions: Fundación Banco Bilbao Vizcaya
Participating Institutions: CTP
Period: 1997
Visiting Professor: John Gray (Oxford University)

Title of the Project: Nationalism and Multiculturalism in a Comparative Perspective: Spain and United Kingdom
Funding Institutions: Acción integrada hispano-británica con la Universidad de Keele financiada por el Ministerio de Educación y Ciencia y el British Council (48 b)
Participating Institutions: CTP
Period: from 1996 to 1997
Chief Researcher: Rafael del Águila Tejerina

Title of the Project: Participation and Representation in the Spanish Political System. Liberalism and Democracy
Funding Institutions: CICYT SEC 94-0358-002-02
Participating Institutions: CTP
Period: from 1996 to 1997
Chief Researcher: Rafael del Águila Tejerina

Title of the Project: Political Participation and Democracy
Funding Institutions: DGICYT PB-91.0001
Participating Institutions: CTP
Period: from 1993 to 1996
Chief Researcher: Rafael del Águila Tejerina
Members and collaborators of the CTP

The board of directors of the CTP is formed by the following members:

* Director: Rafael del Águila Tejerina, Professor of Political Science and Administration, UAM, tel: +34 91 497 4386, e-mail: rafael.delaguila@uam.es

* Vice-Director: Fernando Vallespín Oña, Professor of Political Science and Administration, UAM, (currently Head of the Centro de Investigaciones Sociológicas, CIS), tel: +34 91 497 4774, e-mail: fernando.vallespin@uam.es

* Coordinator: Elena García Guitían, Professor of Political Science and Administration, UAM, tel: 91 497 5093, e-mail: elena.garcia@uam.es
 

Collaborators:

Manuel Arias, Professor of Political Science and Administration, (Universidad de Málaga)
Pablo Badillo, Professor of Philosophy of Law, (Universidad de Sevilla)
Elena Beltrán, Professor of Philosophy of Law, (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid)
Pedro Cruz Villalón, Professor of Law and Philosophy of Law (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid)
Luis De la Corte, Professor of Social Psychology (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid)
Sebastián Escámez, Professor of Political Science and Administration, (Universidad de Málaga)
Marta Lorente, Professor of History of Law, (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid)
Ramón Máiz, Professor of Political Science, (Universidad de Santiago de Compostela)
Evaristo Prieto, Professor of Philosophy of Law (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid)
Julián Sauquillo, Professor of Philosophy of Law (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid)
Ángel Valencia, Professor of Political Science and Administration, (Universidad de Málaga)
 
* PhD Candidates:
Giuseppe Ballacci, becario FPI de la CAM
Valeria Bosoer, becaria FPU de la UAM   
Ernesto Casas, becario PROMEP.
Irene García, becaria FPU del MEC
Roberto García, becario FPU del MEC.
Guillermo Graiño, becario FPU de la UAM.
Máriam Martínez, becaria FPU del MEC
Carlos Rico, becario FPU del MEC. 
Alina Rodriguez, becario FPI del MEC.
Seminars and Conferences

II Conference on Civic Education and Democracy: Education, Media and Civism, in collaboration with Fundación Manuel Giménez Abad (25 and 26 January 2007).
Direction: Rafael del Águila

I UAM Students "Deliberative Panel": The Celebration of No Authorized Parties
Coordinators: Elena García Guitían and Irene Martín Cortés (5 and 12 December 2007)

CTP¿s Seminar: The Quality of Public Deliberation in Our Democracies (14-15 February 2008)
Coordinators: Elena García Guitían
Funding Institution: CCG06-UAM/HUM-0112 y SEJ2007-67482/POL
II UAM Students "Deliberative Panel": The regulation of Prostitution. Coordinators: Elena García Guitían. Collaborators: Irene García Aguilera, Carlos Rico Motos, Roberto García Alonso (12 december 2008).
Past years:

1. Interdisciplinary Seminar: The Crisis of Modernity: On the Dialectic of the Enlightenment, (January-June 1992)
Director: Rafael del Águila.
Funding Institution: CCAA Madrid nº H023/91

2. Course on Contemporary Humanities, UAM: Contemporary Perspectives on Modern State, (April-May 1992)
Director: Julían Sauquillo
Funding Institution: UAM

3. CTP¿s Seminar: The Individual, Participation and Politics, (October 1992-May 1993)
Director: Rafael del Águila
Funding Institution: DGCYT project PB91.0001

4. Interdisciplinary Seminar: Law, Politics, and Market, (February-May 1993)
Director: Rafael del Águila
Funding Institution: DGCYT project PB91.0001

5. CTP¿s Seminar: The Individual, Participation and Politics, (February-May 1994)
Director: Rafael del Águila
Funding Institution: CICYT SEC94-0358-002-02

6. Join Conference, CTP and Instituto de Filosofía, CSIC: Political Organization and Diversity, (February-June 1995)
Director: Rafael del Águila and Jose Mª González
Funding Institution: CICYT SEC94-0358-002-02

7. Summer Course, UIMP Santander: Liberalism at the End of the Century, (4-8 September 1995)
Director: Fernando Vallespín
Funding Institution: UIMP

8. Course on Contemporary Humanities, UAM: Problems of Democracy, (May 1996)
Director: Fernando Vallespín
Funding Institution: UAM

9. CTP¿s Seminar: Democracy, Legitimation, and New Political Challenges, (May 1996)
Director: Fernando Vallespín
Funding Institution: CICYT SEC94-0358-002-02

10. CTP¿s Seminar: The Constitutional Frontier: Human Rights and Indigenous Rights in Ibero-America, (November 1996)
Director: Marta Lorente
Funding Institution: CICYT CO93-0069

11. Conference by prof. John Gray, (April 1997)
Director: Rafael del Águila
Funding Institution: BBV

12. CTP¿s Seminar, with the participation of members of the Instituto de Filosofía, CSIC: The Citizen and Politics, (May 1998)
Director: Rafael del Águila

13. CTP¿s Seminar: Limits and Problems of Political Pluralism in Liberal-Democratic Societies, (May 2000)
Director: Elena García

14. CTP¿s Seminar: The Problem of Political Theory Today: An Interdisciplinary Vision, (March-June 2002), 
Director: Elena García

15. CTP¿s Seminar: The Deterritorialization of Democracy, (11 and 12 April 2002)
Director: Elena García

16. CTP¿s Seminar, in collaboration with Escuela Politécnica Superior, UAM: Political Education: Theory and Adaptation to New Technologies, (5 and 6 June 2003)
Director: Elena García and Rosa Carro
Funding Institution: MCYT Project I+D TIC2001-0685-C02-01

17. I Conference on Civic Education and Democracy: Education for Tolerance, in collaboration with Fundación Manuel Giménez Abad (26 and 21 January 2006).
Direction: Rafael del Águila

18. II Conference on Civic Education and Democracy: Education, Media and Civism, in collaboration with Fundación Manuel Giménez Abad (25 and 26 January 2007).
Direction: Rafael del Águila

19. I UAM Students "Deliberative Panel": The Celebration of No Authorized Parties.
Coordinators: Elena García Guitían and Irene Martín Cortés (5 and 12 December 2007)

20. CTP¿s Conference: The Quality of Public Deliberation in Our Democracies (14-15 February 2008)
Coordinators: Elena García Guitían
Funding: CCG06-UAM/HUM-0112 y SEJ2007-67482/POL

The Centre for Political Theory and the Democracy and Deliberation Observatory
The Centre for Political Theory and the Democracy and Deliberation Observatory are awared of the social and academic importance of the new mechanisms for citizen participation and in particular the so-called deliberative mechanisms. For this reason, we have organized differents activities that has  designed not just for the development and dissemination of researchs but also the launch of real mechanisms of this nature. Among our most recent activities include: 

1st Deliberative panel of students from UAM: "The celebration of non- authorized parties" Coordinators: Elena Garcia Guitián and Irene Martín Cortés (December 5 and 12, 2007). (Program) 

Conference: "The Quality of Public Deliberation in our Democracies" (February 14-15, 2008) Coordinator: Elena Garcia Guitián. Reference: CCG06-UAM/HUM-0112 and SEJ2007-67482/POL (Program).
 

2nd Deliberative Panel of students from UAM: The regulation of prostitution. Coordinator: Elena García Guitían, Collaborators: Irene García Aguilera, Carlos Rico Motos, Roberto García Alonso (Program).

